360 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

G Yoy wie bevely detoibed fn sake a stoely af (he cocdvsrns 48 I o
et pmsl B ilmt Rived o iReh, Inclniding Thy vXanaBeibes of AwY gttt
Peisges Whe e Leve Lhewiedoe of the Pedta perlisent fo the maid Japgnms
aliack 0%l 10 PeFTRBas Any gt peu0s E i bt itm pat ey fTamiond, &t
iy ApDEEl 6 b SEoUEEIT, And 1o Pocend 1he IVlimony civem oredy. Tea
A R Betired fe dldals =ik GorSmisii wlillog e il wliafk W% Ay b
ﬂ‘?‘l‘;ﬂ\! fer Incledon In b= ranopl

. Uneq ihe aviboaly of Thie O, Bovilbon 000 of (e T, A Cabe, you nre o Ry
el wmd Jirectad 1o aMeluiviir an o8l |e duy wigsdes railed by yan (o Ly
or dopwne o He comanr of This epicminsilon (able (e sshlori-aamtd alla
Excent that (e ity pow lake slpiald e fukes gider iy 96 29 1n e a0
adRal Meine ik this Magiert wiih the lreligesy prvviossly rajen, yoor ail oua-
dost Four cradsasibes ia an fvenml reanger and wilhew! nopand e lesal o
fogeed] PoyEbrcidiets  Upow gesopiciion of yewe cDamisxtien you will fobasit
15 rodidd direet bo (e Focawtary of the Xavy

8 You are heing endatad fo (opoft 50 e Seyetary of 180 Nasy fop Uipornry
daty o il parpode, And will rogoern sech S-Nik=tml ofders fiom bis & s
L pevwnpaty

—_—

Hewirr InQumy ExHIBIT No. 1A
Office of the Secretary

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
Confidential

From: The Secretary of the Navy
To: Admiral H. Kent Hewitt, USN
Subject: Further investigation of facts pertinent to the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on 7 December 1941.
Enclosure : i

(A) Report of Commission appointed by Executive Order dated 18 Decem-
ber 1941, to investigate the attack made by Japanese armed forces
upon the Territory of Hawaii, 7 December 1941.

(B) Copy of Examination of Witnesses, ordered by the Secretary of the
Navy, 12 February 1944.

(C) Copy of record of proceedings of Court of Inquiry, convened by order
of the Secretary of the Navy, 13 July 1944.

1. Public Law No. 339, 78th Congress, approved 13 June 1944, directed the
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, severally, to proceed forthwith
with an investigation into the facts surrounding the Pearl Harbor catastrophe,
and to commence such proceedings against such persons as the facts might
justify. Prior to the enactment of said law, the attack made by Japanese
armed forces upon the Territory of Hawaii on 7 December 1941 had been
investigated by a Commission appointed by Executive Order, dated 18 December
1941, and by Admiral Thomas C. Hart, USN (Retired), pursuant to precept of
the Secretary of the Navy, dated 12 February 1944. The report of the Com-
mission is Enclosure (A). The record of Admiral Hart's examination of wit-
nesses is Enclosure (B).

2. A Court of Inquiry, consisting of Admiral Orin G. Murfin, USN (Retired),
Admiral Edward C. Kalbfus, USN (Retired), and Vice Admiral Adolphus An-
drews, USN (Retired), with Commander Harold Biesemeier, USN, as Judge
Advocate, was appointed by the Secretary of the Navy on 13 July 1944. The
Court was directed to convene on 17 July 1944, or as soon thereafter as prac-
ticable, for the purpose of inquiring into all circumstauces connected with the
attack made by Japanese forces on Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on 7
December 1941; to inquire thoroughly into the matter, and to include in its
findings, a full statement of the facts it might deem to be established. The
Court was further directed to state its opinion as to whether any offenses were
committed or serious blame incurred on the part of any person or persons in
the Naval service, and, in case its opinion was that offenses had been com-
mitted or serious blame incurred, to recommend specifically what further
proceedings should be had. The Court of Inquiry commenced its proceedings
on 3 July 1944, and submitted the record of its proceedings on 20 October 1944.
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Enclosure (C) is the record of proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, which
contains the Court’s findings and opinion.

3. After examination of the record of proceedings and the findings of fact
and opinion of the Pearl Harbor Naval Court of Inquiry, as reviewed by Judge
Advocate General of the Navy, and by the Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Fleet and
Chief of Naval Operations, the Secretary of the Navy has found that the evidence
obtained by the Court does not warrant and will not support the trial by general
court martial of any person or persons in the Naval Service.

4. Upon the evidence before the Court of Inquiry and all the other proceedings
in the matter to date, the Secretary has found that there were errors of judgment
on the part of certain officers in the Naval Service, both at Pearl Harbor and at
Washington.

5. The Secretary has further found that the previous investigations have not
exhausted all possible evidence. Accordingly, he has decided that the investiga-
tion directed by Public Law No. 339 of the 78th Congress should be further con-
tinued until the testimony of every witness in possession of material facts can be
obtained and all possible evidence exhausted.

6. The Secretary’s present decision will be reviewed when the investigation
has been finally completed, in the light of all the evidence then at hand.

7. You are hereby detailed to make a study of the enclosures and then to con-
duct such further investigation, including the examination of any additional
persons who may have knowledge of the facts pertinent to the said Japanese at-
tack, and to re-examine any such person who has been previously examined, as
may appear to be necessary, and to record the testimony given thereby. You are
required for inclusion in the record.

8. Under the authority of Title 5, Section 93, of the U. S. Code, you are author-
ized and directed to administer an oath to any witness called by you to testify or
depose in the course of this examination into the subject-named matter. Except
that the testimony you take should be taken under oath so as to be on equal
status in this respect with the testimony previously taken, you will conduct your
examination in an informal manner and without regard to legal or formal re-
quirements. Upon completion of your examination you will submit the record
direct to the Secretary of the Navy.
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